
At this point in history, the geographic landscape of Israel was divided into three 

main regions. To the north was Galilee, to the south was Judea, with Samaria 

sandwiched between the two.  By the time of Jesus, the Samaritans were a 

distinct ethnic and religious group, often at odds with the Jewish people. Once 

the capital of the Northern Kingdom, Samaria was rich with historical and spiritual 

meaning. But now Samaritans were known as half-breeds due to a gene pool that 

was a mixture of Jews and foreign people groups who intermingled and produced 

a diverse culture and plethora of religious practices. The Jews viewed them as 

impure because of their mixed heritage and different beliefs.  

Despite this division, Jesus showed love and compassion toward the Samaritans. 

One of Jesus’ most well-known teachings is the Parable of the Good Samaritan 

(Luke 10:25-37). In this story, a Samaritan helped a wounded Jewish man when 

others refused. Through this parable, Jesus taught that love and kindness should 

extend beyond ethnic and religious barriers. In John 4, Jesus meets a Samaritan 

woman at a well and engages in a deep conversation with her. He reveals that He is 

the Messiah and offers her “living water” — a symbol of eternal life. This interaction 

broke cultural norms, as Jewish men typically did not speak to Samaritan women. 

Jesus' message here emphasizes that salvation is for all people, not just the Jews.

In Acts 8:1-2, the spread of the Gospel comes in the form of persecution, 

forcing Jewish believers out of Jerusalem. They headed to the regions of Judea 

and Samaria – fulfilling the second part of Jesus’ command found in Acts 1:8. 
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To escape persecution in Jerusalem, Philip (not the apostle), a Greek-speaking 

Jew, fled to Samaria where he preached the Gospel with great effect resulting in 

an explosion of joy within the city.  

Acts 8:14-17 describes the apostles in Jerusalem responding to news of Samaritans 

receiving the Word of God. They send Peter and John to affirm Philip as a second-

generation leader within the church and pray for the Samaritan believers to receive 

the Holy Spirit. Peter and John laid hands on the Samaritans and prayed. We are 

not told how, but there was undeniable evidence of their receiving the Holy Spirit. 

This passage highlights the Holy Spirit’s role in confirming the authenticity of 

faith. The Holy Spirit’s arrival demonstrates God’s acceptance of the Samaritans, 

empowering them for ministry, and underscores the extent of God’s grace. 

The external demonstration of the Spirit’s reception provided confirmation and 

assurance for believing Samaritans that God’s Spirit is now at work in all believers – 

Gentiles, mixed races, and Jews. This passage has been at the center of controversy 

among Bible scholars for years. Is the manner by which the Samaritans received 

the Spirit a pattern for all believers, or is this a special situation? Is it descriptive, 

in that we are given a simple description of a happening? Or is it prescriptive, 

specifically teaching that something should happen?  

Biblical scholars have debated from both points of view. Some interpret this 

passage as normative and hold the view that a visible manifestation of the Spirit 

(Baptism of the Spirit) is subsequent to believing and receiving the Holy Spirit. 

Others contend this was a special circumstance, in a special moment, because the 

Samaritan believers were not considered legitimate by the Jews. They were given 

a recognizable experience when Peter and John placed their hands on them, 

which signaled to all they were now included among God’s people. 

For the purposes of this study, what can be stated as normative is the Holy 

Spirit enters a person’s life at the moment he/she believes and receives Jesus 

Christ as Lord. This is a life-changing event often marked by a significant 

spiritual experience. 
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