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Paul’s Calling
ACTS 19:21 NIV

After all this had happened, Paul decided to go
to Jerusalem, passing through Macedonia and
Achaia. “After I have been there,” he said, “I must
visit Rome also.”
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Life in Ephesus Current Calling Future Warning
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Life lived 
in Ephesus

ACTS 20:18-21 NIV

When they arrived, he said to them: “You know how I lived the
whole time I was with you, from the first day I came into the
province of Asia.  I served the Lord with great humility and
with tears and in the midst of severe testing by the plots of
my Jewish opponents.  You know that I have not hesitated
to preach anything that would be helpful to you but have
taught you publicly and from house to house.  I have
declared to both Jews and Greeks that they must turn to God
in repentance and have faith in our Lord Jesus.”
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LIVED TRANSPARENTLY

SERVED HUMBLY

ENCOURAGED THE BODY

DECLARED THE GOSPEL ACTS 20:18-21 NIV
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-  Blessed in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places (1:3)

-  Holy & blameless before Him (1:4)

-  Adopted as sons & daughters through Jesus (1:5)

-  Redeemed through his blood (1:7)

-  Forgiven of our trespasses according to the riches of his grace (1:7)

-  Given an inheritance (1:11)

-  Sealed with the promised Holy Spirit (1:13)

LIVED TRANSPARENTLY

SERVED HUMBLY

ENCOURAGED THE BODY

DECLARED THE GOSPEL

Life lived 
in Ephesus

Observations from Ephesians
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in Ephesus

When they arrived, he said to them: “You know how I lived the
whole time I was with you, from the first day I came into the
province of Asia.  I served the Lord with great humility and
with tears and in the midst of severe testing by the plots of
my Jewish opponents.  You know that I have not hesitated
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This went on for two years, so that all the Jews and Greeks who
lived in the province of Asia heard the word of the Lord.

ACTS 19:10 NIV



ACTS 20:22-23 NIV

Life directed by 
the Spirit

“And now, compelled by the Spirit, I am going to
Jerusalem, not knowing what will happen to me there.   

 I only know that in every city the Holy Spirit warns me
that prison and hardships are facing me.”
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“If you do not cut the moorings, God will have to break them
with a storm and send you out. Launch all on God, go out on the
swelling tide of his purpose, and you will have your eyes opened.
If you believe in Jesus, you are not to spend all your time safe
inside the harbor, full of delight. You have to get out into the
great deeps of God and begin to know for yourself. You have to
develop spiritual discernment.”

- OSWALD CHAMBERS, “UTMOST FOR HIS HIGHEST”



ACTS 20:24 NIV

Surrendered 
to Jesus

However, I consider my life worth nothing to me; my
only aim is to finish the race and complete the task the
Lord Jesus has given me—the task of testifying to the
good news of God’s grace.



A life transformed by Jesus is one that
is restfully available and instantly obedient.

OUR RESPONSE



ACTS 20:28-30 NIV

“Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which
the Holy Spirit has made you overseers. Be shepherds of
the church of God, which he bought with his own blood.

 I know that after I leave, savage wolves will come in
among you and will not spare the flock.  Even from
your own number men will arise and distort the truth in
order to draw away disciples after them.”
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ACTS 20:28-30 NIV

The Warning

“Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which
the Holy Spirit has made you overseers. Be shepherds of
the church of God, which he bought with his own blood.

 I know that after I leave, savage wolves will come in
among you and will not spare the flock.  Even from
your own number men will arise and distort the truth in
order to draw away disciples after them.”
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ACTS 20:32 NIV

Released leaders 
are pointed to Christ

“Now I commit you to God and to the word of his grace,
which can build you up and give you an inheritance
among all those who are sanctified.”



“I can’t, you never said I could.  
You can, you always said you would.”

- MAJOR IAN THOMAS



ALL TOGETHER

We confess we have been treating our time, our
plans, and our comfort as if they belong to us.
Show us where we are still gripping tightly instead
of letting go. 

Forgive us and teach us what it means to live with
open hands, fully surrendered to You.

You are the author of our days. 

You are always with us.

You guide our steps. 

You bought us at a price we could never pay.

Jesus,

So today, by Your grace and not our own strength,
we choose to live as new creations in Jesus, as
children of the Most High King. Our days, our
families, and our futures belong to You.

Do in us what we cannot do in ourselves. Give us
ears to hear Your Spirit and hearts willing to obey.
Make our lives a living testimony to Your grace, in
everything and everywhere.

Amen.

Because of that, we are Yours. Not as slaves, but
as people deeply loved. Not out of obligation, but
as those who are truly free.
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